HOT TOPICS
(APRIL 2010)


~ Military Spouse Appreciation Night 
When: Fri, April 30, 6pm – 9pm
Where: Patriot Club (map)
Description: In honor of Fort Sill's military spouses, MWR will once again host Spouse-a-palooza, a Military Spouse Appreciation Night! This event is FREE for military spouses and the festivities include dinner, a night of pampering, door prizes, de-stressing tools, and a fabulous gift provided by Operation Homefront Oklahoma! Reservations are required and the event is limited to the first 300 military spouses who RSVP by Friday, April 23. Reservations are taken on a first come, first served basis. FREE child care is available for CYSS registered children who reserve a spot by Friday, April 16. To register for the Military Spouse Appreciation Night and child care visit our website at www.sillmwr.com. For more information, call 442-0378.

DOD Resumes Military Career Spouse Program - The Military Spouse Career Advancement Accounts program, commonly known as MyCAA, will resume March 13 for the more than 136,000 spouses who already have established an account, the defense official who heads up the program announced today. While the program will resume for enrolled spouses, new MyCAA accounts or financial assistance applications will not be accepted yet, Thomas said, noting that the comprehensive review of the program still is under way - see more. 3/16/10

DoD Authorizes Non-Chargeable Rest and Recuperation for Iraq and Afghanistan - On 22 Mar 10, DOD announced that Iraq and Afghanistan have been designated as non-chargeable rest and recuperation (NCR&R) locations, authorizing service members deployed there (for 270 days or more) 15 days of administrative absence, to be used in conjunction with benefits provided under the R&R leave program (will be effective as of 23 Mar 10, and not retroactive).  The DOD release, as well as the approval memo from OSD, is provided at the following link.  This is provided as information only, as Army policy must now be issued prior to implementation within the Army. 3/25/10

OIF Renamed Operation New Dawn (OND) On September 1, 2010, Operation Iraqi Freedom (OIF) will officially become Operation New Dawn (OND) to recognize the continued progress that is being made in the country. In a February 17 memo approving the name change to General David Petraeus, the commander of U.S. Central Command, Defense Secretary Robert Gates said the change sends a strong signal that "our forces are under a new mission.  It also presents opportunities to synchronize strategic communications initiatives, reinforce our commitment to honor the Security Agreement, and recognize of evolving relationship with the Government of Iraq." 3/9/10
Additional Phases Identified for Iraq Campaign Medal - The Department of Defense announced on March 11th that additional campaign stars are authorized for wear on the Iraq Campaign Medal (ICM). The campaign stars recognize a service member's participation in DoD designated campaigns in Iraq. Service members who have qualified for the ICM may display a bronze campaign star on their medal for each designated campaign phase in which they participated.  The stars will be worn on the suspension and campaign ribbon of the campaign medal - see MILPER Message Number 10-078, 16 Mar 10. Updated 3/18/10.



