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December Meeting Minutes


1.  Call to Order:  President Hayes called the meeting to order.  A quorum was established  at Crockett's Smokehouse on the 9th of December 2009.  There were 16 members present and 14 non- members and one spouse.

	President:  CW2 Thomas Hayes Jr.

 	Vice President: CW3 Dawn Brown

	Secretary:  CW3 Brian Williams

	Treasurer:  WO1 Lakia Barcus

2.  The pledge of allegiance:  Said by all.

3.  Secretary's Report:  Report was read and reviewed for accuracy a motion to approve was submitted by CW2 Matt Chase seconded by, WO1 Lakeisha Dalton, motion carried.

4.  Treasurer's Report:  Verbal report was read and a written report was available.  A motion to approve subject to audit was submitted by, CW3 Brian Williams seconded by, CW4(R) Alvin Cox, motion carried. 

5.  Committee Reports:  CW4 Todd Metcalf, chairman of the special projects committee, gave final guidance to all volunteers who signed up for the gift-wrapping fund raiser to be conducted by the chapter on the 12th and 21st of December.  Requested suggestion for future special projects for the upcoming months.  The memorabilia committee announced the new addition of T-Shirts.

6.  Vice-President's Report:  Vice President Dawn Brown, whom returned from WOAC, spoke on the changes at Ft. Lee with the new ALU and the Ordinance Center and School.  Welcomed new personnel in attendance and encouraged to get involved with the chapter activities and committees.

7.  President's Report:  The Presidents report included the follow:
	a.  President Thomas Hayes thanked the volunteers who have already signed up for gift wrapping and requested for more support.  Provided sign up roster for those interested.
	b.  Thanked all those who came out to the Veteran's Home visit on Veteran's Day and relayed the heartfelt gratitude from the Veteran's Home director for our participation and how much it meant to the Veterans.  

	c.  Thanked all those who helped with the Thanksgiving Food drive.  All donations were delivered to the Lawton Food Bank.

	d.  Encouraged current audience to spread the word about our chapter meetings and bring someone new to the next meeting.  

8.  Unfinished Business:  The President opened the floor for discussion on the Veterans Home visit scheduled for December 23rd.  Discussed cancelling it due to lack of personnel staying in the area.  Members agreed that it should be left up to individuals to go on their own accord as there schedule allowed and not meet as a Chapter.  The President encouraged those in that area during the holidays to take the time to get over there if possible this holiday season and we will schedule another date in the future.

9.  New Business:  

	a.  Scholarship Fund:  The president opened the floor discussion on the chapters Scholarship fund.  The President wanted to hear the members thoughts on keeping the scholarship fund local or sending our funds to National Scholarship Fund due to lack of applicants over the past few years.  CW3 Tammy Surratt made a point to keep it local and have applicants file for National as well.  This would give applicants an opportunity to receive both.  Mr. Alvin Cox concurred to keep it local and also suggested that we advertise in the papers on and off post.  Also suggested that we get with local high school counselors as well.  CW3 Scott Brenan inquired about deadline dates for local scholarship and National.  Vice President Brown will provide him the information after the meeting.  CW2 Matt Chase made a point about keeping it local entails the chapter doing more fund raising to replenish the fund each year and also the amount of paperwork and time that needs to be done to review all applicants applications and essays were as if we send the money to National it will be less work on our part.  Vice President Brown elaborated on both sides of the debate and pointed out the we currently have no Scholarship Committee in place and to keep it local would mean that we need to establish a Scholarship Committee as soon as possible.  No volunteers at the time will discuss at next meeting.

10.  Community Affairs:  President Thomas Hayes Jr. reminded members to visit the Veterans Home on 23 December at 0900 and it would not be an official Sooner Plains Chapter event due to holiday travel by most members.  Encouraged members to go on their own accord and visit the veterans this holiday season.  

11.  Charity:  Food drive collection given to Lawton Food Bank.

12.  Guest Speaker:  None

13.  Professional Development Topic:  Vice President Dawn Brown encouraged all members and guest to join S1 Net and WO NET if not done so already as they are very useful sites to all WOs to stay abreast of current regulations and to reach out for mentorship and guidance on any topic.  CW3 Dawn Brown encouraged all to go to WONET and review the QM Warrant Officer Self Development guide that was recently published.  

14.  Membership, Recruiting and Retention:  President Thomas Hayes spoke about the chapter and our goals.   Solicited guest who are non members to join.  Provide membership forms at the publications table.  Had three WOs obtained forms and joined the chapter.  

15.  Closing Remarks:  President Thomas Hayes thanked everyone for attendance and announced the next meeting is scheduled for 19 January 2010, at the Golden Corral, 2632 NW Cache Rd., Lawton, OK at 11:30 AM for lunch and meeting will begin at 12:00 PM. 

16.  Adjournment:  A motion was made to adjourn the meeting by CW3 Brian Williams and seconded by CW2 James Parham at 1:00 PM. 
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